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February 2021
The First Church in Marlborough,
(Congregational), UCC
37 High Street
Marlborough, Massachusetts
www.firstchurchmarlborough.org
Dear Saints of God at First Church,
Even during the pandemic time is an elusive thing: on the one hand it plugs along, and we are so tired
of being closed in and sheltered in. Would you believe it, that our last “normal” church service was
on March 15, almost a year ago? Does it not feel like a decade ago? On the other hand, would you
believe that Lent is already upon us again?
Time: something science can’t define and our attempts at measuring it are feeble at best. The Psalmist writes in 90:12 “Teach us to number our days, so that we may grow in wisdom.” The Apostle Paul
echoes that sentiment writing to the Ephesians: “Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people
but as wise, making most of the time.” (5:15-16) So, how can we mark time this Lent? A time of 40
days and 40 nights to prepare for Holy Week and God’s love displayed for us on the cross, and God’s
power at work in the empty tomb three days later. How can we prepare?
I have a suggestion inspired by an article from “The Christian Century” that is herein on page 6.
Let us mark this Lent not just by reading Scripture – but by writing it out and illustrating it. My suggestion is that we at First Church become scribes. Let’s not just read the Bible but actually spend
time by writing it out, copying it our ourselves. Use fancy or plain paper, fountain pens, quills, markers, crayons, pencils or regular pens. Feel free to add drawings, doodle, engage in calligraphy, change
the fonts. Use color or just black & white...whatever you like. Make it a family exercise if you wish.
Take time to read Scripture, to ponder what it means, the message it conveys and let it sink in. Express it by illustrating to the best of your ability, spending time with it.
After Lent and Holy Week, we will publish a gallery of it on our FB and Church page – to see what
you came up with. Our own First Church in Marlborough Illustrated Bible. I have a few suggestions
for the Scripture passages:
Matthew 5-7 (Sermon on the Mount or the Beatitudes)
Luke 1:46-55 (Mary’s “Magnificat”)
Luke 11:1-4 (Lord’s Prayer)
Ezekiel 37:1-14 (Valley of the Dry Bones)
John 20 (Jesus’ Resurrection and appearance)
Luke 16:19-31 (Parable of Rich Man and Lazarus)
Luke 10:25-37 (Parable of the Good Samaritan)
Your favorite Psalm
So, Saints of God – let us become children for the Kingdom of God this Lent. Let us write it in our
hearts, in our souls, in our minds – and on paper.
Yours in Christ, Pastor Kaz

1

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Worship, Church Info & Spread the Love
2
UCC Roots, News from the UCC
3
Faith and Politics
4
A Bible Scribe
6
Stewardship, Chancel Choir, Flowers, and
Alice Blakeley Scholarship
8
Council-Diaconate-Trustees
9
Outreach and Community
10
February Calendar
11
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

WORSHIP SERVICES
Note: as of publication date no decision was
made about reopening with limited seating.
Emails will be sent out as things change.
February 3 ~ Evening Vespers
at 7pm (live stream)
February 7 ~ Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
with Holy Communion (live stream)

Spread the Love
Food Drive to Help Families in Need

February 14 ~ Transfiguration Sunday
(live stream)

The First Church Sunday School will be at it
again in the coming weeks! While we are
teaching our kids to look for the helpers, we
are also challenging them to become the
helpers. We will be picking up food/
personal hygiene donations for the Marlborough Community Cupboard AS WELL AS
houseware donations (new or clean/
like new condition) in support of the Marlborough/Hudson Girl Scouts collection for
Fresh Start Furniture Bank.

February 17 ~ Ash Wednesday Service
at 7pm (live stream)
February 21 ~ First Sunday of Lent
(live stream)
February 28 ~ Second Sunday of Lent
(live stream)
BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR KAZ
Tuesday Bible studies are held at 10:00am and
7:00pm with Pastor Kaz via Zoom. Check our
emails sent out weekly for Zoom link information,
or contact Pastor Kaz if you’d like to join in (no
experience required!).

Marlborough Community Cupboard
current needs are:
vegetable oil, spaghetti sauce, personal
hygiene items and cake mixes. Any food
or monetary donation is
greatly appreciated.
Fresh Start Furniture Bank
collection is focusing on:
PRIORITY ITEM =
Warm Blankets of all sizes!
Kitchenware: Colanders, Casserole and
baking dishes, regular size muffin tins,
Mixing bowls, cutting boards, cookie
sheets (9x13, 8x8), everyday drinking
glasses, vegetable peelers, can openers.
Appliances: Microwaves, Toasters, Coffee Pots, Mixers, Tea Kettles.
Items donated can be gently used and
clean, or new. This collection will not be
accepting furniture donations.
Pick-up dates:
Friday, January 29th
Monday, February 1st
Wednesday, February 3rd
Friday, February 5th
Please email Melissa Purnell at
2mpurnell@gmail.com
to coordinate donation pick ups
or if you have any questions.

PASTOR KAZ COFFEE HOURS
Thursday Zooms at 11:30am with Pastor Kaz.
See the weekly invite emailed to you from
Constant Contact!
PASTORAL CARE
To notify staff of personal concerns, illnesses,
hospitalizations, or deaths; to pass along a
prayer request; or to arrange homebound
Communion please contact the church office
(508-485-6297) or Pastor Kaz (203-781-6372).
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The church building is closed due to Covid
restrictions. Office hours are typically
Tues. & Thurs. 8am-2pm & Wed. 9am-3pm.
Contact the church office at (508-485-6297 or
email: spellerin@firstchurchmarlborough.org.
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UCC ROOTS—REMEMBERING OUR HISTORY

Don West: “An Agitator”
Jesus was a common man, able to slip through a crowd unseen, and often not recognized
by religious authorities.
Don West (1906-1992) could as well. The son of Georgia sharecroppers, he was a poet,
editor, professor, teacher, coal miner, farmer, pastor, labor organizer who immersed himself in the lives and stories of "peasants, slaves, and workers." During high school
he led a protest against the showing of the racist film, "Birth of a Nation."
Inspired by the Danish Folk School Movement, he is perhaps best known as co-founder of the Highlander
Folk School in Tennessee. It was begun to "teach Appalachians about their progressive history and to train
activists and union organizers." It helped train and support the non-violent work of Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King, and John Lewis. Deeply rooted in the social gospel, and an ordained Congregational Christian and
United Church of Christ minister, West developed a curriculum that affirmed the heritage of Appalachian
kids, published the songs of Kentucky miners, and defended those who were falsely accused. Hounded by
newspapers, he once had to flee a lynch mob, and the KKK burned down his home. In later life he and his
wife organized the Appalachian South Folklife Center in West Virginia.
West was an extraordinary writer, and although he studied at the University of Chicago and Columbia, he
chose to write in a common vernacular. His activism was controversial and in the 1940s the House UnAmerican Activities Committee went after him. His family had to hide and serious academic work and his
ministerial standing were laid aside in a difficult time. Later, however, he reconnected with the UCC and its
social justice. Here is one of his poems:
I was raised on a hillside farm
Where my Daddy's sweat
Salted down the red clay.
I'm the son of my mother
The woman who plods between
the cotton rows-And I'm an Agitator!
NEWS FROM THE UCC
“Black Lives Matter banner outside University Christian Church in San Diego defaced”
by Alejandra Molina (Reprinted from Religion News Service ~ January 25, 2021)
Senior Minister Caleb Lines said it’s not the vandalism that he finds heartbreaking: ‘It’s that some
people truly don’t believe that Black lives matter or that the lives of LGBTQ+ people have value.’
Note that Rev. Dr. Caleb Lines was a roommate of Pastor Kaz from Yale Divinity School.
The Rev. Caleb Lines, senior minister of University Christian Church, said he found out about the
vandalism around 6 a.m. Sunday (Jan. 24), when a security company sent him photos. It happened
just after a number of rainbow-colored doors emblazoned with the words “God’s Doors Are Open
to All” were ripped off of the church pillars on Friday, Lines said. It’s unclear if the incidents are
related, he said.
Lines said it’s not the vandalism he finds heartbreaking: “It’s that some people truly don’t believe
that Black lives matter or that the lives of LGBTQ+ people have value.” University Christian
Church is an open and LGBTQ+ affirming congregation affiliated with the United Church of Christ
and Disciples of Christ.
Continued on page 4
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Lines said nearby businesses displaying Black Lives Matter posters on their windows were vandalized with paint too. Although University Christian Church is in the LGBTQ-friendly neighborhood
of Hillcrest, Lines said “San Diego is kind of a hotbed for hate groups,” emboldened under the recent Trump administration. Lines said “hate doesn’t just end” because there’s a new president in
the White House. “That is a legacy we’re going to be dealing with for a long time to come,” he said.
Leading up to the inauguration of President Joe Biden, the United Church of Christ warned member churches of reports that “liberal churches” were targets of possible attacks.
Lines said he has urged church members “not to get too discouraged.” On Sunday morning, the
congregation moved forward with online worship, where a guest preacher talked about how to
combat the global poverty crisis. The congregation will continue “pursuing peace and justice,”
Lines said.

FAITH AND POLITICS
Winston Churchill Fought for ‘Christian Civilization,’ but He Rarely Went to Church
A new biography sorts through the British prime minister’s enigmatic faith.
By ~ Christopher Gehrz, January 21, 2021 (Reprinted from Christianity Today)
In the popular Netflix series The Crown, Winston
Churchill first appears at the 1947 wedding of Princess
Elizabeth. Two years removed from leading Great Britain
to victory in World War II, the former prime minister enters Westminster Abbey to the sound of a patriotic hymn
by Cecil Spring Rice: “I vow to thee, my country, all
earthly things above, / Entire and whole and perfect, the
service of my love.”
Tellingly, we don’t hear the second verse, which
turns from the United Kingdom to God’s kingdom: “We
may not count her armies, we may not see her King; / Her
fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering.” The Crown’s way of introducing Churchill may be one of
the many liberties that series takes with British history, but it seems appropriate for a politician who was
more devoted to his country’s system of government than to the doctrines of the church that Elizabeth still
heads.
If you’re enough of a Churchill fan to have devoured Andrew Roberts’s magisterial 2018 biography and yet wanted to read more about religion than Roberts’s brief but trenchant discussion of that topic,
you may want to pick up Gary Scott Smith’s short study Duty and Destiny: The Life and Faith of Winston
Churchill, part of the Library of Religious Biography series from Eerdmans. (My own entry in the series releases later this year.) The book portrays a statesman driven both by duty to country and empire (“the service
Continued on page 5
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of my love”) and by what Smith calls “a profound sense of his own destiny.” Yet the answer to “who or
what he believed determined his destiny—God or fate—is ultimately unclear.” If not a groundbreaking
work of original research, Duty and Destiny does manage, in Smith’s words, to synthesize “the many contradictory opinions expressed … by the army of Churchill biographers” about a story of faith that was
“complex, colorful, and compelling.”
Unconventional Faith
Alas, only the first of those three adjectives consistently describes Smith’s book. While the writing is
workmanlike, we can expect more eloquence and verve from a biography of such a master of the English
language.
In addition, readers hoping for a conventional biographical structure may be frustrated that Smith’s
telling of Churchill’s life story doesn’t start until chapter 3 or that so important a topic as Churchill’s marriage appears very late, in a chapter on his retirement years. But at least some of that scene setting is necessary, in part to orient American readers to the religious and political terrain of a country that Churchill believed to be a Christian nation, though not in the way many American evangelicals would understand that
phrase. (Having previously published histories of religion in the American presidency, Smith does well at
several points in Duty and Destiny to draw helpful contrasts between the unconventional faith of Churchill
and that of his ally Franklin D. Roosevelt, a committed Episcopalian who was the subject of an earlier entry in Eerdmans’s religious biography series.)
Far less devout than William Wilberforce, Margaret Thatcher, and the other Christian politicians
sketched in chapter 2, Churchill nonetheless staunchly supported the establishment of churches whose doors
he rarely darkened (save for occasions like royal weddings) and drew freely on the language of Christianity.
Indeed, Smith’s analysis is most complex and compelling when it turns to Churchill’s colorful use of religious rhetoric, a hallmark both of his “locust years” in the 1930s, when he cried out from his political
“wilderness” like “an Old Testament prophet,” and during the Second World War, when speeches “peppered
with references to God … citations and allusions to Scripture, and images of spiritual warfare between good
and evil and light and darkness” sought to “inspire, comfort, and assure beleaguered Britons of their eventual
triumph.” What such public communications say about Churchill’s private convictions is harder to determine, especially when he “had little to gain politically from revealing what he truly believed.”
Yet while Smith is surely right that “we will never know definitively what anyone believes in his or
her heart of hearts,” readers can expect biographers to do more than catalogue the divergent opinions of previous authors. To his credit, Smith doesn’t shy away from one conclusion that will disappoint some of his
Christian readers: For all his invocations of “Christian civilization” and “Christian ethics,” Churchill did not
believe in the divinity of Jesus Christ, a figure he mentioned just once, by Smith’s count, in five million
words’ worth of speeches. At most, the prime minister did “precisely what his contemporary C. S. Lewis …
insisted that people could not logically do: profess that Jesus was a great moral teacher while denying his
claim to be God.”
While Churchill seemed to hold shifting beliefs about the existence of God, the nature of the afterlife,
and the veracity of Scripture, his views on Jesus may have been fixed as early as the late 1890s. During his
military service in India, a 23-year-old Churchill read skeptics like Edward Gibbon and William Winwood
Reade, debated theology and metaphysics with fellow officers, and scorned Christian missions. (That last
critique, at least, didn’t last long. Just over a decade later, as a rising young parliamentarian, Churchill
praised missionaries like those who had made central Africans “clothed, peaceful, law-abiding, [and] polite.”).
If only Smith would have returned more often to India, whose control by Britain Churchill “fervently
defended” long after that stance became “a major political liability.” He agrees that Churchill’s commitment
to the Empire “has rightly been criticized as retrogressive, racist, repressive, and repulsive” and concedes
that his imperialist values “seem to clash with Christianity’s emphasis on service, sacrifice, and racial and
gender equality.”
But Smith is too quick to exonerate his subject for his treatment of India. I’m not sure Churchill deserves any credit for having “correctly predicted the strife between Hindus and Muslims” that attended the
independence he opposed, given that he was one of those “British imperialists who strove to create animosity” between South Asia’s largest religious groups. Smith does note that Churchill “decried [Mohandas K.
Gandhi] as a seditious Hindu holy man,” but that passing comment understates the British leader’s animosity
toward a man he called “a malignant, subversive fanatic” and falsely accused of faking a three-week fast in
1943.
Continued on page 6
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An Imperial Creed
Of course, that’s the same year that three million Indians starved to death under British rule. Smith
quotes historian Arthur Herman’s conclusion that the Bengal famine “would have been far worse” without
the British aid that eventually arrived, but he overlooks Herman’s more conflicted evaluation in Gandhi and
Churchill: Confronted with “the greatest humanitarian crisis the Raj had faced in more than half a century,”
Britain’s wartime leader “proved callously indifferent” and “irrational.” He was “resolutely opposed to any
food shipments” at a time when ships were needed for military operations against the Axis powers. Disgusted that his boss seemed to view such humanitarian aid “as an ‘appeasement’ of” Gandhi’s independence
movement, Churchill’s handpicked viceroy, Archibald Wavell, had to threaten resignation to change the
prime minister’s mind.
This is no tangential matter for a religious biography of Winston Churchill. “Central to many key
decisions of his life,” wrote Andrew Roberts, was “this belief that Britain and her Empire were not just political entities but also spiritual ones.” Smith quotes this observation as part of his survey of writings on
Churchill in chapter 1, but he doesn’t adequately reckon with it. While he’s surely right to hesitate in ascribing many traditional Christian beliefs to Churchill, Smith would have done well to wrestle more with Roberts’s conclusion that “imperialism was in effect a substitute for religion. … In the absence of Christian
faith, therefore, the British Empire became in a sense Churchill’s creed.”
Christopher Gehrz is professor of history at Bethel University in St. Paul, Minnesota. His religious biography of Charles Lindbergh will be published by Eerdmans in August.
A BIBLE SCRIBE
I was a scribe for the Chicago Illuminated Scripture Project
What would possess me to copy a chapter of the Bible by hand?
by Heidi Haverkamp ~ November 25, 2020 (Reprinted from Christian Century)
A page from Heidi Haverkamp’s handwritten rendering of
Matthew 9 for the Chicago Illuminated Scripture Project.
Long before books could be printed on a mechanical press or a digital printer and delivered to your
door at the click of a button, they were written and
copied by hand, word by word, with hand-cut pens in
homemade ink on the fussy surfaces of animal skins.
The books of the Bible were handed down as scrolls
and codices, hand-copied by Hebrew scribes and early
Chris-tians. Copyists and illuminators turned scripture
into works of art, gilded, colored, and illustrated, often
with covers set in gold and gems.
The creation of many hands and thousands of
hours of painstaking labor, a codex of the Bible was
something the average Christian would never see or
touch, much less read. Only churches, monasteries, and
wealthy aristocrats could afford them. Today the Bible
is available to anyone with an internet connection,
searchable and in the translation and font size of your
choice. We can buy illuminated scripture verses to
hang on a wall, wear on a shirt, tattoo on our skin, or
eat in birthday cake frosting. Why would we take the
time and energy to write out the scriptures, when they
are already accessible in so many places?
Copying holy texts may no longer be a necessity, but it is a spiritual discipline that invites the scribe
to deeper engagement with the word of God. It’s an old
way of praying, like lectio divina, that has found new
life during the pandemic.
Continued on page 7
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In the early days of quarantine, the Roman Catholic Abbey of St. Gall in northeastern Switzerland invited more than 1,000 parishioners to create a completely handwritten and illustrated CoronaBibel while they sheltered in place. The project inspired clergy in Chicago and Lincoln, Nebraska, to
launch similar projects. While the American iterations are smaller in scope than the Swiss CoronaBibel, focusing on select books of the Bible rather than all 66, the projects all share a common purpose: to gather people into community during a crisis and encourage them to experience the healing,
comforting power of God’s word.
Chicago pastor Erin Coleman Branchaud says she was originally drawn to the practice of copying scripture for the sake of her own spiritual life, which was atrophying un-der the stress and isolation of trying to do ministry in a pandemic. She kept re-turning to a verse that appears in both Deuteronomy and Romans: “The Word of God is very near to you.” “As close to us as a pen to paper, during
a time when a lot of stuff felt so distant,” she says. Branchaud and three other pastors from the Metropolitan Chicago Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amer-ica are leading the Chicago Illuminated Scripture Project. They encouraged contributors to write in any language, using any translation they chose, and to be creative with formatting, drawings, doodles, marginalia, personal comments, and critiques. The copied chapters will be consolidated into a single text and made available to
the public as a hard copy or PDF, hopefully in time for Christmas.
I joined the Chicago project and signed up to copy Matthew 9. To start, I realized with a sense
of irony, I would have to fish some blank paper out of my printer tray. I have a square standing desk
on four slender legs, so I could romantically imagine my-self as a medieval clerk, bent over my work.
But clerks worked at desks set at a 45-degree angle, better for drawing ink from the tip of a quill pen;
mine was flat, with a coaster for my coffee mug. Following the directions on the project’s website, I
traced margins in pencil with a ruler, which, unlike a medieval clerk, I needed to rummage through
four messy drawers to find. My pen was a fine-tip Sharpie, which did not drip, run out of ink, or need
to be sharpened with a penknife. I opened a Bible webpage, chose the Common English Bible translation, and started copying.
I wrote out the 38 verses of Matthew 9 twice—once to get a sense of the text and a second time
to illuminate it. I have never taken a drawing class, but I do enjoy doodling. I decided I was going to
create not something elaborate but something childlike and fun.
Because Jesus and the disciples were constantly traveling or “going out,” I drew some winding
roads, arrows, and the waves of the Sea of Galilee. I drew a roofline to show when Jesus had gone into
a house, and I enclosed one verse in an inner “room.” Matthew 9 includes two confrontations when
opponents try to debate Jesus, so I wrote their challenges on the left of the page and his retorts and answers on the right. There is also a “sandwich” narrative: Jesus promises to go and revive a man’s
daughter, encounters and heals a woman with a hemorrhage on the way, then arrives at the man’s
home and heals the child. I tried to show that narrative hopscotch on the page. I added exclamation
points be-cause I like them, and I translated one line, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice,” into both Hebrew
and Greek in the bottom margin, because I liked writing those alphabets in seminary and why not? (I
practiced the Hebrew several times, but it still looks pretty clumsy.)
I won’t claim to be any kind of postmodern illuminator-monk, but I had fun. When I finished,
it felt like I had been to church, which I hadn’t for a long time. With pandemic restrictions still in
place, I couldn’t worship as part of a congregation or receive the Eu-charist, but copying the text of
Matthew made God’s Word sacramental in a new way. I had to pay attention to the text of the chapter
as a whole, and it felt like I was reading with a part of my brain I have never used for Bible study before. The result was a deep and tangible immersion in scripture; I was inside each passage, not just
looking on from a distance. Copying felt liberating because it was new, but also because it was both
serious and joyful at the same time—like play. As familiar or obscure as the words of scripture have
become, writing them out in my own hand, I recognized they are still very much, as the writer of Hebrews says, “living and active.”
I am an Episcopal priest, but all kinds of people signed up for the Chicago project. Families
worked together—one mother and daughter copied chapters 1 and 2 of Esther. Scribes included young
children and teenagers, seminarians, and church leaders of different races, ethnicities, denominations,
and faiths. Such variety reflects the original biblical authors and sources, co-organizer Fanya BurfordBerry points out. Alone at my desk, I joined that vast spiritual family, the communion of saints, with
Hebrew scribes, medieval monks, and kids and adults in Chicago and around the world, picking up our
pens together.
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2021 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN
‘LOVING GOD, SERVING FAITHFULLY, STAYING STRONG’
The 2021 Stewardship Financial campaign, 'Loving God, Serving Faithfully, Staying Strong' is
officially completed HOWEVER, pledges not made yet are still being accepted! One of the very successful approaches that we used for this year's campaign was the introduction of a Google pledge submission form that allowed our members and friends to enter their confidential pledge information. Once submitted, the information was securely sent to Jeremey Crocker, our treasurer, to compile the results. We used
this approach for a majority of our members as well as paper mailings with a pledge card to those individuals who do not have Internet access. Using this approach also saves on paper and mailing costs. Our goal
was to match last year's total as much as possible and despite all of the disruption caused by the pandemic,
we collected $171,248 (94% of our goal) from 91 pledges/donations (81% of our goal).
Thank you for your continued support of First Church. This will help the trustees in their fiscal
year June 2021-July 2022 budgeting process.
Stewardship Ministry Team: CaseyLee Bastien, Jeremey Crocker, James Mutinda, George Pellerin,
Kathy and Steve Powers
CHANCEL CHOIR
Did you know that the Chancel Choir has continued to meet and make music together since the pandemic began last spring? It’s true! The choir began by simply gathering for social time together on Zoom.
But soon after, we learned how we could continue to learn music and create recordings of our work. We’ve
been able to work around the limitations of Zoom to work on our singing technique, musical skills and rehearse our music by taking turns unmuting ourselves.
When the weather was favorable, we also found a way to gather in person safely (outside in our
parking lot, masked and socially distanced). In our outside rehearsals, we were able to sing together and finally hear our voices come together. Even if they’re a little muffled by our masks, the joy we felt to sing together was worth the effort.
As we’re beginning 2021, we are looking forward to continuing to expand our musical knowledge
and ability, and we’re eagerly looking for new folks to join us. Despite all the challenges of making music in
the time of this pandemic, one bright spot is the opportunity to include singers who may not otherwise be
able to attend rehearsals: maybe you live too far away, maybe you used to attend dance class the same night
as rehearsal, maybe you’re just too shy to sing in front of others. Well, on zoom, you can take part even if
you live across the country. If you have another commitment at the same time, you can watch the rehearsal
later and practice on your own with the resources we provide. If you’re shy, you can sing your heart out on
mute!
Look for the link to our next choir rehearsal on FaceBook or contact Ellie at
earmsby@firstchurchmarlborough.org. If zoom just isn’t your thing, stay tuned for details about in person
singing once the weather warms up a little.
FLOWERS

Flowers continue to grace our altar each month thanks to those who sponsor an arrangement (or two) each
week. And…..anyone can feel free to reach out to Krysta Koppenal-Lynch if you would like to sponsor
flowers in memory or celebration of loved ones, or a special event. You may reach her via email at
kklynch13@verizon.net or phone (508) 485-9175.
ALICE BLAKELEY SCHOLARSHIP
The Alice Blakely Scholarship is available to undergraduate students who are members of the
church or children/grandchildren of members of the church. Applicants must be under 25 years old and a
full time undergraduate college student. The applications are available on the church’s website (bottom of
the home page under “FORMS”). All applications are due by 5:00pm Sunday, April 18, 2021. Late applications will not be accepted.
Applications must be emailed to Katie Spacek at katiespacek@gmail.com and Liz Mahoney at
emahoney88@yahoo.com . Please note scholarship recipients MUST be at Baccalaureate Sunday worship
to receive their scholarship!!!!
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CHURCH COUNCIL ~ DIACONATE ~ TRUSTEES
CHURCH COUNCIL
Church Council continues to meet each month keeping each other informed of the happenings, changes and needs of each of the worship ministries so that we can make the best possible
decisions for the church and our great congregation.
The holidays this year have been like no other and yet we were all told to expect a rise in
COVID-19 cases. When this did in fact occur, Council felt we needed to quickly pull back from inperson worship. The safety of our congregation is paramount, and we thank Pastor Kaz, Ellie and
Yunhee for continuing to provide wonderful Facebook Live services reminding us that God is still
with us. We know that audio has been an issue some weeks and a group of people are actively
working on ways to improve the audio quality/consistency for our worship services.
We also hope that you have been able to join the virtual coffee hour after service begun by
Andy Dunn via Zoom. Andy shares a new link in the comments of the Facebook Live service each
week. We don’t know if this will be able to happen every week so watch for the link during the service. Of course, you can also join Pastor Kaz’s Coffee Hour via Zoom at 11:30am on Thursdays.
And finally, while we know this has been difficult times for many, Council must applaud
those who continue to remind us of who we are. Through our worship ministry facilitators (and
Facebook), we have learned that stewardship pledge numbers are coming in quickly. Also,
‘challenges’ by the Rowells such as the Snow Challenge and the Coin Challenge have also helped to
replace ‘in-person’ offerings. And, of course, the amazing Food Drive numbers shared by Melissa
Purnell for the Marlborough Community Cupboard and of course the Stars and Angels gift program shared by Sue Pellerin help to remind us to always help those around us any way that we
can.
Submitted By: Andy Dunn: Council Chair
DIACONATE
The Deacons would like to acknowledge all the hard work of Pastor Kaz, Ellie Armsby, and
Yunhee Kim for their continued dedication and presence during our on-line services. As our lives
spiritually, emotionally, and physically continue to adapt to the reality of a pandemic, the strength
of our leaders at First Church guides and lifts us to rise and pray and give thanks each and every
week.
As a committee, the diaconate has continued to meet monthly and plan for all potential
worship opportunities. From discussions about remote platforms, to cameras, to apps and software – we have researched or discussed it all. We were pleased for the opportunity to gather outside of church after the Christmas Eve service with glow sticks (and masks) to sing a few carols
and see each other personally. We have already begun the discussions for Holy Week, as we recognize the possibility of a limited capacity reality. Pastor Kaz and Ellie have mentioned a
“surprise” for the congregation during this time (hmmm…).
We continue to keep Gary Hollis, a beloved fellow deacon, in our prayers, as well as all of
our members who are ill or struggling at this time. Rumor has it that we may be close to singing a
hymn (with masks on, of course) in the near future – looking forward to seeing one another in
person and uniting our prayers, hopes, and joys together.
Submitted by Jenn Burgos, Diaconate Co-chair
TRUSTEES
These last couple of months have been quiet for the trustees. Though our building only
“sees” Pastor Kaz and other staff members during the week and Sundays, we continue to monitor
the physical building and grounds during this winter season. The trustees have been meeting
monthly with a smaller agenda as we continue to focus on future projects for 2021.
We began 2021 and were humbled with some wonderful news to share with
you! First Church has received a very generous unrestricted donation of $50,000 that will be received in $10,000 increments over the next five years (the donors wish to remain anonymous).
Continued on page 10
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We have moved into 2021 working on some familiar issues with our building requiring our
attention, as well as some new plans including:
Monitoring our heating system - the operation of the heating system is regularly
checked by Cliff Fenton our Sexton and we experienced a couple of minor hiccups which were
quickly resolved by Knights Fuel Co. We have also installed several monitoring devices as mandated by our insurance company to electronically alert us to water and/or heating problems.
Monitoring the physical building - we identified some damage to a soffit on the Bolton Street entrance that will require repair before more water damage can occur. Tunerra Roofing
was contacted to help take care of that issue. That led to an evaluation of the remaining two roofs
and a proposal to replace one or both roofs. The last time they were looked at, they were projected
to last one or two more years before we encounter some serious problems.
Payroll Protection Program 2 (PPP-2) - we are investigating whether we can apply
again for some money to help defray our reduction in our income. Jeremey Crocker, our treasurer,
is heading up this research.
Landscaping - a new wooden flower bed was built as part of Aidan Correll's Eagle project
on the north side of the building facing the new city parking lot. He planted flowers which we anticipate blooming in great colors in the spring. We are also looking at updating the front of the
church landscape as well as trimming/replacing some of the other shrubs around the church.
Going green - we are researching solar energy projects and have had discussions with the
621Energy company. They have installed solar panel systems for several churches in MA. We are
investigating the potential for this cost saving approach to also reduce our carbon footprint. We
had an initial walkthrough of our building with them and they will be providing us a preliminary
report.
Walkway in the park - the brick walkway in the Common in front of the church has deteriorated over the past several years and has become a hazard especially as you get closer to the
church. We are looking into a program that can restore the walkway. This approach can include the
city and other donors to help pay for the project. This could also be a fundraiser for the church.
This is in the initial stages with more analysis to be completed before a proposal can be put together.
Mural on the north wall - we are in discussions with the city concerning creating a mural on the north wall facing the new city parking lot. We are tossing around ideas for the content of
the mural.
2021 budgeting process - now that the official stewardship campaign has ended, the
trustees have a better understanding of the pledge income we will receive for 2021. We will now
begin our budgeting process for the church fiscal year of July 2021 – June 2022.
As you can see from the above the trustees are planning for the future. Please contact any
one of the trustees if you have questions on the above, and be safe!
Trustee Ministry Team: CaseyLee Bastien, Jeremey Crocker, Paul Hasbrouck, Laurel Hill, George
Pellerin, Steve Powers, Sandy Stetson and Linda Warren.
OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY

LOCAL OUTREACH
The Outreach Ministry group recently sent a $300.00 donation to Employment Options in Marlborough. This donation is earmarked for their “Catering Options” group training center where they
teach folks catering skills and also provide meals for people in need with what the trainees create.
OUR FATHER’S TABLE
Our OFT outreach to the community continues during the Covid pandemic, and our next scheduled
meal is on the calendar for February 18th. PLEASE check with Carol MacEwen (508-481-0623)
to see if she needs help.
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Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Wed

Thu

3
Evening
Vespers 7pm
(live stream)

4
Coffee with
Kaz 11:30am
Zoom

Fri

Sat

5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

Choir Zoom
7pm
7
Worship 10am
with
Communion
(live stream)

8

9
Bible Study
Zoom 10am
and 7pm

10
Trustees Zoom
7pm

11
Coffee with
Kaz 11:30am
Zoom
Choir Zoom
7pm

14
15
Transfiguration
Sunday
Worship 10am
(live stream)

16
Bible Study
Zoom 10am
and 7pm

17
Ash
Wednesday
Service 7pm
(live stream)

18
Coffee with
Kaz 11:30am
Zoom
Our Father’s
Table 5pm
Choir Zoom
7pm

21
22
First Sunday in Council
Lent
Zoom 7pm
Worship 10am
(live stream)

23
Bible Study
Zoom 10am
and 7pm

24

Choir Zoom
7pm

Deacons Zoom
11:30am
28
Second Sunday
in Lent
Worship 10am
(live stream)

25
Coffee with
Kaz 11:30am
Zoom
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SUNDAY WORSHIP
AT 10:00AM
LIVE STREAM VIA FACEBOOK

First Church in Marlborough
(Congregational)
United Church of Christ
37 High Street
Marlborough, MA 01752-2344

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Tuesday: 8:00am—2:00pm
Wednesday: 9:00am—3:00pm
Thursday: 8:00am—2:00pm

CHURCH OFFICE PHONE:
508-485-6297
CHURCH EMAIL:
office@firstchurchmarlborough.org
CHURCH WEBSITE:
www.firstchurchmarlborough.org
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